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CURSOR CONTROL DEVICE HAVING AN INTEGRAL TOP MEMBER 

CROSS-REFE RENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This patent application is related to a co-pending application filed by- 
Abraham Farag et al., which is entitled "COMPUTER MOUSE HAVING A 
CLICKING FORCE ADJUSTMENT FEATURE" and which was filed concurrently 
with this patent application. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 


The present invention generally^felates^o cursor control devices for 
input to a computer system. In particular, the present invention relates to a 
computer mouse that has no mechanical switches configured in the form of 
buttons disposed on and flush with the mouse surface for data selection and 
command execution. 

BACKGROUND ART & THE INVENTION SUMMARY 

Cursor control devices are known to take a number of forms, which 
include track balls, joy sticks and the well-known computer mice. A computer 
mouse is currently a very common and useful input device especially in the 
computer graphics environment. It usually includes a mouse housing having 
a captured ball or sphere, a portion of which extends from the interior of the 
mouse housing. The mouse is moved over a generally flat surface, with the 
ball in contact with the surface so that the ball rolls over the surface defining 



33. (Previously Presented) The computer mouse as recited in claim 32 further comprising a 
mechanism for generating cursor control signals, the mechanism being carried by the bottom 
member. 


34. (Previously Presented) The computer mouse as recited in claim 32 wherein the 
mechanism is a trackball or optical electronics. 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Currently Amended) A handheld computer mouse, comprising: 
a base member; and 

a top member formed from a single piece having no separate mechanical buttons 
disposed thereon, the top member cooperating with the base member to form a housing of the 
handheld comput^mous^ihat substantially encloses internal components of the handheld 
computer mouse, the top member forming the top and side surfaces of the housing and being 
configured for placement inside a user's hand, the base member forming the bottom surface of 
the housing and being configured for contact with a support surface, the top member moving 
relative to the base member to provide a clicking action, the entire top member serving as a 
button for actuating an internal electronic switch configured to register the clicking action as an 
input to the electronics of the handheld computer mouse. 

37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Cancelled) 

40. (Cancelled) 

41. (Cancelled) 

42. (Currently Amended) A computer mouse having a mouse housing for containing 
electronics that at least generate cursor control signals, the mouse housing comprising: 

a base member configured to make moving contact with a surface; 
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